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In the Greghound communitgj the term "Greghound bleeder is tgpica”g used for clogs that bleed either
spontaneou519

SimPIe surgical Procedures such as spays, neuters, dewclaw removals, or laParotomiv,; or major surgeries such as
amPutation in Greghouncls with OSA trequently results in severe Postoperative bleeding (24-48h post-

P
surgery) around the surgical site, leaciing to subcutaneous blood accumulation in the other limbs, ventral
tiiorax, and ventral abdomen.

latelet counts].

Katie Ugehara.

WHY DO GREYHOUNDS BLEED?

or after minor trauma or a simpie surgicai Proceciure‘

Genera”g Gregi‘iouncl bleeders required intensive care management and depending on the severity of the
bieeding, transfusion of red blood cells ancl/or fresh frozen Plasma, leacling to a transient poor qualitg of life
post amPutation, lengtiﬁg hospitalization, and high medical bills. Bleeciing dogs tgPicang have normal hemostasis
Proﬁ'les [normal one-stage Protl’irombin time (OSPT), activated Partial tl'irombopiastin time (APTT), and

We recentlg Pub]isi'i a stuclg where 88 retired racing Greghouncis (RRGs) from Greghound AcioPtion of Ohio

(Chagrin Fa”s, Ohio) were spaged or neutered at The Ohio State Universit9 -Veterinarg Teaching Hos[:)ital
between November 2004 and Februarg 2006
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In that stuclg we validated a Pecliatric bieecling score ranging from O to 4 in RRGs; ciogs with scores =2 were
considered “bleeders’.

Deﬁniteig no new bleeciing
Questionable new Peteciiiae or bruising
Definite new cutaneous anci/ or mucosal iiemorrhagic lesions

Moderate to severe cutaneous or mucosal b[eeciing without measurable decline in iicmoglobin concentration

Severe external Hceding of sufficient magnitucie to decrease iicmoglobin bg more than 2 gm/ d



http://vet.osu.edu/1872.htm
http://vet.osu.edu/1872.htm
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Bleecling Score in Gregnounds 48 hours after surgery.

Dave, (grade 2)
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Several tests were used to evaluate primary and secondarg hemostasis (clotting in the 88 RRG who underwent
routine spay or neuter at OSU-VTH.

Although none of the dogs experienced intra-

operative or immediate postoperative bleecling, 7/7“-'1%//0”,,}7 ;
26% of the dogs (23/88) had delaged Uncﬁbﬂw/i%i eSfSWC’Cusec/t : RVETS
Postoperative b!eecling 35 to 48 hours after ACOnCenfrah y - re;C'/a/UatelDrIm /

i b 0
surgery. OIHO;%’ 353y 4y andye, '76 (CT), von W;/? MOstag;s P
The observed signs of bleecling consisted of (= SPZ’%nhOgC " “Secon O,W/eéfandfgct b d. Ctor ’/j)/<9fe/ t
cutaneous bruising that extended from the area y X///) The Ifnhn/cénccntraf/on ‘?rﬂ ACmOSL‘as,'SoradW m%coj/ntge”
of the surgical incision toward the Peripherg. \ wa@(f’/n]g’) a O,ﬂlc/’afﬁw bt mhyy al, oty K
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There was no bleeding icrom mucosal surFaces or

in areas distant from the surgical site.

None of the dogs in this study required transfusion of blood components and the
bleecling was selr-limiting; however some bruising was still Present at the time the

dogs were clischargec], 4 claus after the surgery.

There were not abnormalities found in any of the test used to evaluate hemostasis in the Greghouncl, which
means that this bleeding does not seem to be attributable to a primarg or secondary hemostatic disorder.

Our data suggest that enhanced ﬁbrinolgsis (clot or thrombus dissolution) could Plag a role in the
development of this complication. Under normal circumstances, the dissolution of the clot is maintained in

equilibrium, if the balance is lost, the Patient develop excessive iibrinolgsis and clelagecl Postoperative
bleeding, which is what we see in Greghounds.

In our experience administration of fresh frozen plasma or Aminocaproic acid (AA - Amicar®), which is a
commercia”y available inhibitor of ii!:)rinolgsis (Procoagulant) commonlg used in humans with Postoperative
bleeding, can prevent severe Postoperative bleeding in Greghounds undergoing surgery.
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STROKES IN GREYHOUNDS

Umcortunatcly Greyhounc]s are not onlg prone to bleec]ing; some oF thcm also tcncl to clot cxccssivelg. We
have seen quite a few Greghouncls with acute/ Peracute cerebrovascular events caused bg clotting in the

brain or sPinal cord (infarct). Thcg Prcscnt with acute ncuro]ogic signs (“symptoms”)
“Strokes” are classified as either:
ISCHEMIC: a clot cause interruption of the blood SUPPlH and dead of the tissue irrigatecl.

HEMORRHAGIC: Caused by the ruPturc of a blood vessel.

In most Grcgl'louncls we have MRIs on, thcg were due to clotting and not blcecling.

DIAGNOSIS:

In order to confirm the diagnosis, the Patient needs a comPle’ce neuro]ogical examination and a CT scan or
MRI. However, in our cxperience, the most common cause of acute neurologic signs in the breed are ischemic

strokes.

MRIin a Greghouncl s]’rowing an intracerebral

infarct in the Pontinc rcgion.
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Greghounds with ischemic neurovascular events rcsponcl well to anticoagu[ants (blood thinners); we use babg
asPirin and an antacid (PePcicl AC) and most Pa’cients recover uncvenhcullg within dags or weeks with
aPProPriate Phgsical tl'lcrapg.

IMPORTANT: administration of corticosteroids tgpica”g WORSENS ischemic

strokes in clogs!

=

Greyhound Program
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What’s New?

“The Osu Greyhouncl Health and Wellness Program will have its first Conference”
Who can attend? Owners, aclol:)tion groups, and veterinarians.
When: March éth, 2010
Where: At The Ohio State Universitg (Columbus, OH).
We will have several sPeakers discussing breed related issues, dealing with cancer,

latest developments on Greghouncl research and more.
We will send you an email with more information. STAY TUNED!!

"GREYHOUND PICTURE OF THE QUARTER"

And the winner is!!!!

Flash Cerreta (1999-2008)
Flash was the most confident
alpha dogJ he loved his toys,
getting Pettec{ and laging

upsiclc down.

C. Guillermo Couto, DVM

Cristina lazbik, DvM Email address: Q;re(/]osu@osu‘cclu

Liliana Marin, DVM Direct Phone number: (614) 247-6757 and (614) 247-8490
Sara Zaldivar, DVM

Dawn Huc]son, RVT

* * * * *

WE DEPEND ON YOUR GENEROSITY!!
“«Our mission of Iﬂclping the Grcghouncls is suPPortccl bg your kindness”.
To make a donation to the Greghounc{ Health and Wellness Program Please use the link below to the secure

website for online giving, or contact Dr. Guillermo Couto (couto.l@osu.edu) or Karen Longbral«:

(Iongbralce.l@osu.cdu).
https://www.giveto.osu.edu/igive/OnlineGiving/fund_results.aspx?Source_Code=WA&Fund=310050

We thank youvery much for your generous suPPor’c so that we may continue our mission to hclP the Greyhounds.

The Ohio State Universitg
Veterinary Teaching Hospital
601 Vernon L. TharP Street.
Columbus, Ohio 435210
Companion Animal Ph: (614) 292-%551

[et1(®] coLLEGE OF
%IE VETERINARY MEDICINE
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